Preliminary matters:
Mike – please forward this to our Poltroon brethren not on this Scotland 08” tour list

Johnny A- If you have a particular spot we should tour or stay let me know asap( ie Ireland or London week before)

JJ-If you want to organize the golf go ahead and start! Olease forward to Rex and Joe Garland

Bart- Make sure Gavin Hastings knows we’re coming so we can have a night out with his local club

Cary and Mike- Please forward this to Virginia Cardinals who may be interested

Blitz- Forward to Severn Boys

Bobby C- Sorry for using so much of your material but it was good!- Let me know if I should take you off this list

    IST UPDATE: June 20th,2007
    I’ve been informed that each of you are interested in Scotland 08”.

Phil Dorsey , Bart Cuomo, Jay DeMarco and John Abare from the Washington Poltroons have teamed up with Cary Kennedy and Mike Herron of the Virginia Cardinals and Gentlemen to jumpstart the Scotland 08” tour.

Each of you individuals have been named as an interested party for the tour.

Please confirm or deny by July 15th,2007.
     As many of you know Dick Rennick has put these tours together over the years but as of late because of his health I’m hoping Dick will Tour with us but has decided to pass the reins of organization to this group.  AND WHAT A GROUP IT IS BECOMING!
     THE MORE I LOOK AT this tournament THE MORE  EXCITED I get -I HAVE PICKED MACNAIR TRAVEL in Alexandria ,Virginia as our Travel Agency and we will  work with  Ms. Jacquelene Clark  She will help coordinate travel details and keep in mind reservations should be made through Air New Zealand or any member of the Star Alliance which for all of us will be a piece of cake.

You can reach her at 866-622-6247 or fax her at 703-836-2078 .

Her e-mail address is jclark@macnairtravel.com There will be more on  this after the first of August as she will advise us of the best available fares when they come due..
I HAVE BEEN ON SEVERAL OF THESE TOURS WITH THE POLTROONS

CHISTCHURCH NEW ZEALAND

CAPETOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

VANCOUVER, CANADA

TOULOUSE, FRANCE

ADELAIDE, AUSTRAILIA

BRISBANE, AUSTRAILIA

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

THEY ARE DONE WITH A GREAT DEAL OF PLANNING AND IF ITS RUGBY YOU WANT ITS RUGBY YOU’LL GET.

The tour should prove to live up to past endeavors and I sincerely hope you all will make the trip.

WITH THE COST OF THE EURO IT DEFINITELY WILL COST $3,000 plus. INCLUDING BEER 

     I have sent the deposit in for our registration and we should have something very soon regarding the level of packages. I have today received confirmation of our entry from Air New Zealand. 6-20-07
    I have discussed with Ms. Clark about putting together different menus to pick from as far as a 14-10 and 7 day trip.  
Keep in mind Labor day is on Sept. 1st,2008  and you may need to make arrangements to go a little early if you want to bring the family and get them back for school on the 2nd while continuing to play Rugby later on through that week.

For instance my family is considering going to Ireland the last week in August and my wife and 15 year old would head back to school on the Ist.

      There will no doubt be many deviations as folks may want to team up for golf outings during the week or even after the Rugby.

    All participants should try and stay at the team hotel and participate as a team from the opening ceremonies through the Grand Finale Dinner in my humble opinion..

The opening Parade of Nations is Monday evening and this festival coincides with the start of the Scottish Rugby Season. On Sunday August 31st TheBank of Scotland is putting on a magnificent Fireworks display along with a wonderful concert. 
Gentlemen,
 As my friend Bobby Coyne wrote me recently  and I will  paraphrase his detailed  summaries often from here on out when he wrote: 

 “  We’re also suggesting that non-rugby playing friends consider a “shadow” tour to support the team while providing more flexibility for golf and other activities, outside the structure and cost of the festival.”

    .

So consider:

THE FESTIVAL

The week-long event is fashioned as a festival, not a tournament.  No team will be crowned champion.  Rather, each team will play 3 games. The motto of the festival is “fun, friendship and fraternity” – and for those of you who can’t figure that out, it refers to the fun, friendship and fraternity found in rugby.  But I can assure you that you’ll be playing real rugby.

The week will open on Monday, September 1st, with official ceremonies at Edinburgh, then a parade (down hill) through Edinburgh’s old town, and then a night of eating fine Scottish cuisine and drinking beverages at a welcoming party in The Meadows.  The week will conclude with a gala dinner/party celebration on Sunday, September 7th.  In between the opening and the closing, there’s pretty much non-stop fun and little sleep, punctuated by the three games of rugby – one on Tuesday, one on Thursday, and one on Saturday.  There’ll also be a “Highland Fling” on Wednesday, and a “leisure day” on Friday.

More information about the festival can be found on-line at www.goldenoldiessports.com  Follow the links to rugby.

The festival fee will depend on the level of hotel package a team books.  We’re going to book in the A+ category (4 Star Plus hotel) or in the A category (4 Star hotel).  Until we actually assemble a team and submit a deposit for the entire team, we can’t be certain of our assignment to a particular hotel in that category.  The longer we delay submitting deposits, the more risk we have in not being able to select the hotel of our choice.

For now, I’ll suggest we will likely stay at the Apex City Hotel, the Apex International Hotel, the Edinburgh Marriott, the Novotel Edinburgh Centre, the George (festival headquarters), the MacDonald Holyrood Hotel, or the MacDonald Roxburghe Hotel.  If anyone knows Edinburgh hotels, contact me.

The festival fee in the A+ category is UK£940.  The festival fee in the A category is UK£899.  The fee covers the cost of the hotel (based on double occupancy), admission to the opening and closing events (including meal and open bar), and the costs of staging all of the games (including insurance, field preparation, referees, medical support, entertainment provided at the game venues, etc.).  For those of you who haven’t participated in one of these festivals, I can assure you that even though the cost is high, the events are big productions unlike your normal old boys rugby tournament.

(As of today (May 25, 2007), the “A+ hotel package” fee is US$1,865.67 (NZ$2,573.53), and the “A hotel package” is US$1,784.49 (NZ$2,461.64).  Let’s hope the greenback recovers some strength. 

In addition to the fee, we will collect for a kit.  The kit will consist of a game rugby shirt, a team rugby shirt, a tour t-shirt, and perhaps some other stuff.  We also will collect in advance for a “kitty” for a team dinner, to be held on Friday night.  The kit and supplemental charge will be approximately US$400.

AIR FARE IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE FESTIVAL FEE.  Per the festival’s rules, you must fly on Air New Zealand or another Star Alliance carrier to Edinburgh.  I interpret that to mean any flights before the segment to Edinburgh can be on a lower cost carrier, if one is available.  Or you can simply find your way to the festival, perhaps after taking in the Edinburgh Festival (music, etc.) the week before. 

SPONSORSHIP

In a perfect world, the cost of at least the kit would be underwritten by a sponsor or several sponsors.    Suffice to say, unless someone on the team can rationalize having his company or a friend’s company sponsor the team, each player will be responsible for the fee and the kit cost. 

But if you know of a company that would be committed to sponsoring us, let me know.

THE RUGBY

The festival is open to players who are 35 years or older on September 1, 2008.  While we’d welcome some “youngsters” on our side, I expect our two sides will be primarily made up of players in their 40s and 50s and 60’s. Depending on our numbers by  August Ist and deposits we will decide whether to continue with the one or two side approach.
The festival tries to set up matches between like-situated teams on a “vigor” scale of 1 to 10.  Categories 1, 2 and 3, in descending order, are aimed at younger teams looking for a high level of vigorous play.  Categories 4 – 7 are for more “Golden Oldies” play.  Categories 8 – 10 are for more “social” games. 

Based on the expected composition of the team, I am suggesting that we enter as a Category 3- 5 - team. 
Bobby Coyne wrote me that :” We were a Category 4 team in Wellington; that by default made us a Category 1 team, because, as I expected, no self-respecting Aussie or Kiwi team coming off a full regular season of competitive rugby would ever be so immodest as to admit to wanting to play at a 1, 2 or 3 level.  But, based on feedback made to the festival administrators, I expect the festival will try better to manage expectations regarding level of vigor.  Once we assemble the team, we can discuss the merits of going up in our level of play.  I don’t think we should entertain moving down below a Category 5, as, based on experience, Category 6 and below find a proliferation of “red shorts” players.  And I don’t think we should expect to go higher than a Category 3; playing at Category 3 could materially hamper post-game enjoyment.

That brings me to the rules.   Yes, the games will be played under “Golden Oldies” rules.  That means 1) no score is “officially” kept (but each team knows if it won or lost); 2) no penalty kicks for points are awarded; 3) the scrums are uncontested; 4) there’s no lifting in line-outs; 5) there’s no tackling, only “claiming”, of players in red shorts (over 60 or otherwise infirm due to injuries or other conditions); 6) kicking for touch (except on penalties) is only allowed behind your team’s 22 meter line; and 7) generally, over-aggressive play is frowned on (so a “no dicks” rule applies).

Bobby writes as you know  that Category 4 involved more than enough real rugby, even for the forwards.  For those of you who are convinced that you’re too good for slapstick rugby, I can assure you that you’re not that good and the rugby we’ll play will be anything but slapstick.

THE TEAM

The Edinburgh team will carry forward the tradition  of the Poltroons who have participated in all but two of the Golden Oldies and that of the Virginia Cardinals who at the moment are probably one of the top two or three  premier Masters Club in this  Country.

  We would welcome the participation of the BC Alumni team if they have not already assembled  their formidable squad.In any event we look forward to a assembling a solid group of folks.
We will need at least 25 solid players per team  in order to provide for substitutions, to cover injuries, and … to survive.

Bobby’s comments on the shadow tour and others is as follows;

“Please note that there is not a rule against bringing your spouse, girlfriend, or children on tour.  That’s an expensive way to go, if you register them officially through the festival, but the choice is up to you.  Bear in mind that the tour is not for the faint of heart or wilting flowers.  It’s a rugby tour.  It has adult themes, violence, crude language, and, inevitably at some point, nudity or partial nudity.  Bear in mind as well that the opening party and the closing party are likely to be closed to children under 18 years old.

THE SHADOW TOUR

The proposal is for non-players to book their accommodations at the same hotel where the official team will be staying, for all or part of the week.  I will try to coordinate purchase of single tickets for anyone who wants to attend the opening party or the closing party; I’m not sure about the cost, but figure each will cost about UK£150.  I also presume individual tickets to the “Highland Fling” will be available for purchase.  The shadow tour will play as much golf, or engage in as many other activities, as it wants.  The official team will join the shadow tour for golf on at least one occasion.  We also contemplate that the shadow tour will, if possible, attend 1 or more of the official team’s games and enjoy the post-game parties.  Plus, we figure the official team and the shadow tour will be one big roaming party.

Members of the shadow tour also will purchase a kit, minus the game jersey (unless they want one or more otherwise) and game gear.

Members of the shadow tour should not expect to play in any of the games.  The festival’s rule prohibit play by non-registrants.  So let’s prevent any headaches: even though you’re loaded with cash, we understand that you, as a rugby player, feel it is your right to finagle a way around the rules by which others are held, just so that you can save a few dollars; but if you sign up for the shadow tour, you are not going to play in the games.  Just drink and have fun.

I’m not sure about the cost, but the cost of the accommodations will be less expensive than booking through the festival.”
YOUR COMMITMENT

We’re shooting at booking hotels for the official festival registrants by September 1st of THIS YEAR.  That should allow us a fair chance to book the hotel accommodations we prefer.

That means:

By September 1st, UK£150/person (as of today, US$297.61, NZ$410.13).

By December 1st,  UK£150/person.

By March 1, 2008, UK£150/person.

By June 1, 2008, the balance due for the official registration (UK£490/person for A+, UK£449/person for A), PLUS the cost of the kit and any administrative charges so the team manager doesn’t suffer a financial loss.

BY AUGUST 1ST, WE SHOULD HAVE A ROSTER OF LIKELY CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICIAL TEAM.  THAT GIVES US JUST OVER 2 MONTHS FOR RECRUITING, AND ANOTHER MONTH TO COLLECT THE FIRST DEPOSIT.  YES, I KNOW COMMITTING A YEAR IN ADVANCE MIGHT BE DIFFICULT AND I KNOW THAT OTHER TEAMS ARRANGE INTERNATIONAL TOURS IN LESS TIME; THE DEADLINES I’M SUGGESTING TIE TO THE DEADLINES FOR TEAM PAYMENTS SET BY THE FESTIVAL.

SO IF YOU’RE AT A POINT WHERE YOU CAN COMMIT TO THE OFFICIAL TEAM, OR YOU WANT TO EXPRESS AN INTEREST IN THE SHADOW TOUR, SEND ME AN EMAIL, WITH YOUR MAILING ADDRESS INCLUDED.

EMAILS
I’m out of country until July 8th,

I will be reading my- emails but probably not responding to all. 

Spread the word for the tour and let’s make this a tour to remember

Cheers

Phil D
