EASTERN RUGBY UNION OF AMERICA, INC.

Nov L0, 1986

Mr, & Mrs. Pete Sweet
5800 Dwyer St.
Richmord, Virginie 23231

Tegr Chris and Pete,

Frelonsed are the. re%urtc gf ny reiny-weekendwefforts to dig up
data on the history of ‘the Bichfiond Z+C. Its & long, slow process
end progress in the future is golneg to be even more psinful.

"he enclosure come from my file ont the RRFC. I have found
the resson for the temporery gzp referred to on the last page of
the enclosures,

While in Richmond I kept one file entitle Richmond =1 C agnd
put everything perteining to the Club in it, I hsd enother series
of ennuesl flles putting ir them 211 the news clips, progrems, photos,
newsletters etc each yesr. HBeginning about 1972 T started putting
the RR¥C date in thege files. 1In addition zs I tapered off my work
gg 2n sdministrator of RBRFC there wess less and less correspondence
to go into the REFC file and fineglly for ressons I dont know there
was far less newSpaper coversge in Eichmond of the sctivities of the
Rupby c¢lubs in the eity.

Berly this morning it took & very long time to dig through the
annual clippings files for 1971, 9172 and 1973. HMostly what I fobnd
were lerry Curtler's newsletters of the Virginis Rugby fissoclation.
Very little by way of news clips, game schedules or .seasSon results,
RRFC newsletters, photos or programs. If you have read ierry's news-
letters you know they ore slow resding, - - :

E note in the BRI C file says Tom RHose reports the grest Screp
bnok he wes keeping had disappesred. Fowever, he and Terry mey well
have files you can review, Why not ask them for help.

T'11 8o the best I cen ss time permits but I suggest you both
come up here and stay with Segndy snd me for a week and we cen get the
whole job done. That's not szid in jest.

A1 mgﬁéaﬁesfjﬁ

“onorar —Life Preqléent
Historiarn frchivist
* USARTU & EBRU



RICYKOND RUGZY 1 00IBALL CLUE

1969

‘he yesr 1969 wes zn outstendins yesr for the Richmond RBueby
Fontbell Club. It wes merked by the tour of the Bichmord Fuesby Club
nf furrey Fneglend, ithe host Z2ichmond Club went £l]l out to meke the
visit by the Zlub from its Sister City in Fnglend welcome Mayor rcecley
iesue of Proclemation of “Welcome, the guest were met gt the Rickmord
alrport by e bfess bend snd besuty gqueens, lurch end & fashior shnw
were provided by Miller #nd RPhoeds, puest were egccomoadeated in tre
homes of the hnet club members, seversl perties were given enéd to
meke the guests visit complete the finzl score of the geme wee 2chmond
(“urrey) 27 Richmornd (Ve) 3. Bichmond B - selveged 8 victory over
Richmond (“urrey) B 26 to 6, Overly enthusisstic member of the host
club invited spectetors in the stedium to sttend the post geme pesrty.
irle presented & bit of difficulty e= by the time the teems had showred
and dressed end tresvelled to the perty end Fd end Serdy Lee's honme
there wes 1ittle of the rnast pig left.

In one of its most successful sessons Richmond won its own
Rlchmond Invitetiornsl iourrement, (leter nemed the Porter Cup .iourne-
mert) the Cerling Cup for the best tesm in the South &nd the new 17 .0
iournamert in Norfolk sponsored by the Mavel 2 se in Norfolk erd
freturine teems from fYeverzl Btitish erd Crradien ships ir the hazrbor
followine YA I0 nevel exercises,

Richmond continued its policy of invitating MNorthern teems to
visit during collepe “pring recess erd hosted Fenn State, Torchsm and
“1lliems College, defesting 2ll three guests.

lhe Spring record wes won 17 lost 3 for the £ tesm &néd won 7
lo=st 2 for the B tegm. ihe Fegll recnrds were 7 won snd 4 lost for the
f tesm and 6 won with 4 loct for the 2 teem

1970

¥nllowing the pegk yesr of 1969 our year of 1970 wes & bit of
2 let Anown, Severzl older pleyers retired or were unsvaeilsble for
sore gemes, Ff recrulting Adrive while good wes not s successful as
desired. The £ team wound up the Spring =esson with s E-6-0 record.
There is no record of the B teem &1l results except thet it best
Jemes River / teem 44-0 In the Fell the f teem record was 4-5-1, Lhe
2 teem's Spring results were 5-3-0. ihis i1s the first record of e
geme egeinst James River RFC,

Ihe Richmonéd RFC I=dies jfuxilisry cerried on its wldely sdmirecd
progrem of providing chicken and bisquit dirrer for post geme perties
to be sure our guests were well fed before deperting for their hones,

fn flumni Geme ( & more dignified title then 014 30ys) was played
es part of the Richmornd Invitztionzl journement ené wes won by the
flunnl 8 to 8 ereinst the Richmond RIC = teem. Weshington RrC best
Puke University in the finsls of the Invitationsl while 2ichmond engd
University of Vireinis bsttled to & 3-3 tie. It was decided tdnzme the
Iourrament to Robert ¥, Porter [ourrsmenrt in honor of the FoBnder of
the Richmond Rugby Footbell Club



RICEMONL RUGR2EY FOOQIZfLL CLUS
L1971

ds concerning the Richmond ErC in the historicsl files of the
rn Rugby Union besin to become rsther smsll st this time. .his
result of & leck of recor?d keeping rether then & decline in tre

unes of the REI'C which econtirnued to thrive ené to be g lesder in
e development of Fueby “euth of the Mason-Dixon Line.

TIm
-
ot

ihe Spring schedule czlled¢ for 16 gemes in sddition to the Forter CZup
erd the Tuke Uriversity 7s. 3RBicmond haed been perticipeting in the
Tuke 78 since at leest 1968, ihe schedule zlso cerried & geme with
the touring teem “endon k:*C of the Snrouch of fendon, Trglsnd.

‘he Porter Cop wezs pleyed ir the preliminery rounds st John Fershe
Fleh “chool but the finels were g usuzl in the City Stsdium, ‘he
ermuel flumni ceme wes slso pleyed in the Stadium. 4ezshington Ril
won for the second yesr ir 2 row defestine Richmond 16-0. Other teems
ir» the Tournzment were Bichmond %, Richmond 0148 50ys. Sputh Coarolins,
Uriversity of Virginie Tuke anrd Phulsdelphie First .roop.

chmond RrF{C's
tegm or

Fendor won against Bichmond ir the City Ftecdium 17-3 The B
f team Spring record wes 9-5-2. .here iS ro record of the
of the rezll schedule for either team.

i
D

fpollcaetion was mede to become & member of the Fotomec Rugby Union

but there 1s no record of sction being teken. It was about this time

thet & movement develope?d to create & Virginie-Caroline Rueby fssocisztion
tno edminister Fugby in the Virginis-lorth Csrolinz ereg since there

were freguent gemes smong the tesms in these 2 states, ‘he first efforrs
were directed to coordinstion of pleying Schedules,assignrent of referees,
conpeéretion with respect to tours by clubs from Znglend erd other parts

of the U7/, uniform interprestetion of the Lews of the Gem Stegeing of | __,
coeching and refereeine clinics, It turneggggt to be just the V&"RGEDY ses'y

Jemes River HZFC first sppears es g reguler schedule game on the 1672
“pring schecdule. VYo tesme from north of the Meson-Dixon ere Shown on
this schecdule, We heve no record of the rgll schedule much less the
results of the “pring gnd !egll schedules.
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1573

Orce agsir the files are guite meagre, .hey show Ricmond defezcted the

Terk of Fnglsnd 22-6. In e 6 tesm Forter Cup rourd robir the place-
ments were Yorfolk, RElchmond, Georege W.shington, ftlante, =Zlskcthorn

znd James River, [ft the time of the tournsment Richmornd hzd =z 12-2
sezcomn record in the Spring. It wes fielfine 3 tesms regulerly.
It ma&d & 15 gemes Fgll schedule

fhere is & grest gsp ir 1y Richmornd = C files beginning in 1974 -
“erdy erd 1 moved from Pichmind to Fherburne on 4th of July weekend
1974 - b0 Lpxri1l 19,-1579. -Peectlieslly . .nething however in 1979 end
therezfter primerily REFC newslettersl978f course T heve ro wzy of
¥nnowirer how complete they sre gs they were produced rather intermic-

ently deperding or the cdisposition of the editor of the moment ard the
eveilebliliity of rews, I presume ynu have these gbzilsble locelly.

Sood luck on your project

Fdmun



